Math study finds girls
are just as good as boys
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Samveenm years afier Barbic dolls declared,
“Mlach class i roagh!™ girls are proving chas
when i comses to marh they are junt = wough
o beys. Inm the Larpesy srudy of i kind, girls
mecaared up to boys in overy prade. from sec-
ond through cleventh.

Parenes and reachers permiae in thinking boys are simply berrer ar math, muid Janer Hyde.
the Universiny of Wisconsin-Madison rescarcher who led the srudy. And girls whe grow
up believing it wind up svoiding harder math clusses. e koops girks and women our of

a bot of casccrs, particulacly high-prestige. lucracive careers in science and iechnalogy.
Hyde sl

Thar's changing. though slowh. Wamen are mow carning 48 poreen: of undorgraduane
callege degrees in math: they mill lag Br bohind in phynics and enginecring. Bat in

primary and sccondary school, girls have caughe uwp, with roescarchen amriburing chas
advance o incrcasing numbsrs of girs aking advanced moch dasies such o caleuhss.
Hyde and ber collaapuss looked ar annual marh tess. Ten wares provided casugh sea-
giszical informuation te reviow tont scores by pondern, allewing rescarchers to compare the
performancss of more than 7 million children. The ressarchon found no difforence in
the scores of boys vermues girls — nor even in high schesl Smedics 20 yearn apgo shewed
girls and boys did equally wxll on math in clomeneary school. bur girls &l behind in
high school. “Girls have now schicved gender parity in performanes on seandardized
rmazh eewrs,” Hyde said,

The scereotyps thar boys are borrer ar math has been Fcled. ar lease in par. by sugges-
tions of biclogical differences in the way linde boys and linle girls lcarn. This idea is
haotly dizparod;: Lawrence Sasmmscrs., chen the preziden: of Harvard, was cawigared in
2015 when he guemioned the “intrinsic apticnds” of women for rop-level mach ancd
scicnice. Jov Lo, a rising semior a1 Thomas keffcson High School for Science and Tech-
nology in Alkxandria, YWa., wys she slways feh conbdents abour mach, bar remembers
bhow it Felt o walk into 2 scienoe class Full of boye. “Maybe | was 3 livde bic sppechonsive
abour being the only girl, base tha didn® Lo for very long.” said Lec, president of a
schoo] club vhar rries 1o get young girls intercwred in scienoe and rechnology. slong with
engincering and marh.

Seill, while there are Fewer women in scienoe and sechnobopy, there are morne women
in college overall. To Hyde snd her collcagues, dhar belps explain why piels concioenely
scare lower on sverage on the SAT: Maore of them rake the sen, which i nocded o pen
into college. The highar-performing studeone of bath genaders 1ake the ven. bur more
girlz lower on the achicversenn scale ke se. akeweng che average, For the claa of 2007,
the lares: fpares available, bovs scored am sverage of 533 on dthe marh secvion of the
SAT, comparcd with 499 For girls. On the ACT, ancther tean on which girls lag slighsiy,
the gender gap disappeared in Colorsds and [llinocis once save officials rogquired all
msdenes to ke the vost,

Back in 1902, Barbic stopped saying emash was hard sfeer Macecl received complaines
from, among octhers, the Amcrican Associsrion of Universicy Woimen, 5o far, while her
current career choices inclade baby docror and vererinasizn — and Dhallss Cowdbioys
cheocrleadeor, 1o — Barbic has not branched ot into technology or enginsering.
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